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Abstract

As commercialising the technology of Maritime Autonomous Surface
Ship("MASS”), it may be expected that the remote controller plays a significant
role in modern shipping industry in the near future. The concept of remote
controller is defined as designated person who has the right of command and
control regarding the ship’s navigation and there exists the difference
concerning the role and functions between transitional concept of a crew and a
master and the remote controller in MASS. Hence, this study aims to discuss
the legal status of remote controller as to whether they are considered as crew
and master. In particular, it will examine whether the remote controller in
MASS that does not exist ship’s crew is regarded as the master based on
International treaties and domestic maritime law by using the doctrinal legal
study. The concluding remark of this study will seek to authorise the legal
status concerning the remote controller as 'the crew and master’ in MASS.
Furthermore, it will refer to the need for the institutional improvement with

regard to certification, education and training for the remote controller.
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4) MUNIN, Research in maritime autonomous systems project Results and technology
potentials (http://www.unmanned-ship.org/munin/wp-content/up
loads/2016/02/MUNIN-final-brochure.pdf, 7321z} 20183 6¢¥ 4Y).

5) Esa Jokioinen, “Remote and Autonomous Ship Next Steps; Introduction”, Advanced
Autonomous Waterborne Applications Whitepaper, 2016.

6) IMO, MSC 99/INF.3, “Analysis of Regulatory Barriers to the use of Autonomous
Ships Submitted by Denmark”, 18 January 2018.
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