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Environment, About the Gulf, Habitats, Tidal action,
http://www.gulfofmaine.org/knowledgebase/aboutthegulf/habitats/tidalaction.php  (last
visited June 30, 2010).

17. Id.

18. Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment, About the Gulf, Maps and
Other Resources, http://www.gulfofmaine.org/knowledgebase/aboutthegulf/maps/
mapsandphotos.php (last visited June 15, 2010).
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B. Ecosystem and Resources

The Gulf of Maine, which is widely regarded as one of the world’s
most biologically productive bodies of water," has nourished a thriving
maritime heritage for several centuries. The GoM region supports a wide
variety of habitats and hundreds of species of fish and shellfish, as well
as more than eighteen species of marine mammals at some time during
the year (including the North Atlantic Right Whale, Eubalaena glacialis,
the most endangered of all the marine mammals found in the region).”
The life cycles of many species of fish, marine mammals, and birds in
the GoM are transboundary. The northern portion of the Gulf serves as
an important stop on the Atlantic flyway for up to two million shorebirds
migrating between breeding grounds in the Arctic and wintering sites in
the south.”’ The numerous estuaries are “vital at some life stage to 70
percent of the commercially-valuable fish species of the Gulf.”*

In an effort to fill some of the important information gaps about the
marine components of the GoM, the Canadian and U.S. federal
governments are collaborating to complete an Ecosystem Overview and
Assessment Report.” The assessment component of the report is
bringing together the best scientific information and knowledge to
describe the current understanding of the ecosystem for use by oceans
managers, partners, and stakeholders.**  The ecosystem overview
component of the report will describe major ecosystem components,
relationships, and unique facets of the GoM, and will report on
ecosystem status and trends.”

19. A Sea Beside the Sea, supra note 12.

20. Gulf of Maine Ocean Observing System, supra note 14.

21. ATLANTIC COASTAL ZONE INFORMATION STEERING COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT AND
THE MARINE & ENVIRONMENTAL LAW INSTITUTE OF DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY, OVERVIEW
OF CURRENT GOVERNANCE IN THE BAY OF FUNDY/GULF OF MAINE: TRANSBOUNDARY
COLLABORATIVE ARRANGEMENTS AND INITIATIVES 41(2006) [hereinafter OVERVIEW OF
CURRENT GOVERNANCE], available at aczisc.dal.ca/gomrpt.pdf.

22. GOM AGREEMENT AND ACTION PLAN 1991-2000, supra note 1, at 2.

23. Gulf oF MAINE COUNCIL ON THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT, WORKING GROUP
BRIEFING  PACKET 8  (2000), available at  http://www.gulfofmaine.org/
council/internal/documents/gomc_wg_june 2006.pdf

24. See id. at 6-9.
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C. Demography and Human Uses of the GoM

The GoM is home to more than six million people. It also provides
valuable ecological services and resources to the region. Commercial
and recreational fishing industries in the GoM employ many thousands
and provide the social and economic lifeblood for a significant number
of towns and villages along the Gulf coast of Canada and the United
States. Fishers from both areas have traditionally exploited the Banks
and enjoyed a friendly rivalry exemplified by historic schooner races.
The Gulf also provides an outlet for tourism and recreation, shellfish
harvesting, aquaculture, marine transportation, coastal economic
development, and other important tangible products. The land around
the Gulf is sought after for valuable agriculture as well as for residential,
commercial, and industrial value. There is abundant evidence that the
human population will continue its migration to the coast because of the
intrinsic appeal of many coastal landscapes and habitats.*

Despite reports of a potential hydrocarbon presence on Georges
Bank, a moratorium on offshore exploration and drilling in that area has
been extended on both sides of the border due to concerns about the
potential impact of oil spills on fishery resources.”’ Ironically, and more
recently, fishing interests in Canada—who have experienced a declining
fishery and are considering economic alternatives—have expressed
openness to the lifting of the moratorium.”

26. See NEW HAMPSHIRE ESTUARIES PROJECT, MANAGEMENT PLAN 2000 2/12—2/14,
5/5—5/6, 5/9 (New Hampshire Estuaries Project) (2000), available at
http://www.prep.unh.edu/resources/pdf/nhepmanagementplan-nhep-05.pdf

27. Chircop et al., supra note 4, at 320-21. See also Government of Nova Scotia,
Georges Bank Moratorium Extended, http://www.gov.ns.ca/news/
details.asp?id=19991222004 (last visited June 30, 2010). On May 13, 2010 the Canadian
federal government and Nova Scotia extended the moratorium on oil and gas exploration
and drilling on Georges Bank until December 31, 2015. See Government of Nova Scotia,
Premier’s Office, Georges Bank Moratorium Extended,
http://www.gov.ns.ca/news/details.asp?id=20100513005 (last visited June 15, 2010). In
the United States, President Barack Obama extended a moratorium on the American side
of Georges Bank until 2017. See Michael MacDonald, Oil and gas moratorium extended
for Georges Bank, THE GLOBE AND MAIL, May 13, 2010, available at
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/atlantic/oil-and-gas-moratorium-
extended-for-georges-bank/article1568020/.

28. CBC News — Nova Scotia, Debate Renewed on Drilling in Georges Bank,
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/nova-scotia/story/2008/02/12/georgesbank-oil.html (last
visited June 30, 2010). However, it appears that environmentalists continue to oppose the
lifting of the moratorium. /d.



